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WASHINGTON - Allan Good man, a dean and in­
structor at Georgetown University's prestigious 
School of Foreign Service, believes it's time that scien­
tists and politicians seriously plan to deal with aliens. 

Not boat people, not Mexicans illegally crossing the 
border, but the spaceship kind. 

Goodman, 43, a former 

.. agnostic" on the aliens issue. He's not sure if any ex· 
ist, he said, but the United States and other countries 
may be on the verge of finding out. 

Next year, shuttle astronauts will put into orbit the 
$1.2 billion Hubble Space Telescope, a highly ad­
vanced instrument capable of seeing objects 50 times 
Himmer than can be seen now. It may spot an undis­
covered planet orbiting a faraway star, a possible ha­
ven for a society heretofore seen only on Hollywood 

sound stages. 
CIA analyst and author of [j[3 
books on intern�ional ne- 1�11.1------------------- By the 1990s, NASA 

plans to equip powerful 
radio telescopes to make a 
detailed analysis of radio 
w a v e s  f r o m  d i s t a n t  
s o u r c e s ,  f e r r e t i n g  o u t  
what i s  explainable and 
trying to explain what is 
not. If aliens are speaking, 

gotiations, has cfevised a 
plan for communicating 
with extraterrestrials and 
welcoming them with 
diplomatic immunity if 
they land on Earth. 

And he knows what 
people may think. 

How do we 'repress the 
instinct to get a baggie, 

capture E.T., open up his heart 
and see what makes him. 

beep?' NASA will have its hear­
ing aid turned on high. "I don't smoke pot," 

Goodman said. "I don't 
read science fiction. And 
if you'd said to me a year 
ago, 'Gee, you're going to 
get involved and work on 
this problem,' I'd have 
said that you smoke pot." 

-ALLAN GOODMAN .. The possibility that 
Georgetown University planets accompany the 

billions of galaxies and 
nn stars that exist has to im­-------------------lr.li6a::.� press someone," Good-

He considers the question of how to deal with aliens 
the ultimate foreign policy challenge, an area of the­
ory and planning that has never been formally 
addressed. 

H we make contact with aliens by the year 2000, as 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) chief James Beggs expects, we should be 
ready, the foreign policy scholar said. 

Goodman, in an interview at his office at the uni­
versity's Intercultural Center, considers himself an 

man said. "It's hard to be­
lieve we could be utterly unique." 

The aliens that Earthlings run into "could be plants 
or ... things we don't envision. They could be squat, 
warty little figures with long fingers that light up in 
the dark." 

E.T. may live. 
If he does, what do we say to him? And, more im­

portantly, Goodman said, how do we "repress the in­
stinct to get a baggie, capture E.T., open up his heart 
and see what makes him beep?" 

Goodman began pondering these issues 
last fall after hearing Beggs of NASA speak 
of the potential for communication with 
atiens. Beggs said NASA hasn't considered 
how it would respond if an extraterrestrial 
were heard or discovered. 

Goodman did. and came up with a num­
ber of concerns. He worries about individ· 
ual countries sending messages from Earth 
without getting a worldwide consensus 
about what to say, or whether to say 
anything. 

In 1974 U.S. scientists transmitted a mes­
sage describing humans toward Ml3, a 
cluster of stars in the constellation Hercu­
les. 35,000 light years away. 

A plaque with· a drawing of a man and a 
woman was on Pioneer 10, a satellite 
launched in 1972. After studying the aster· 
oid belt and Jupiter, the planetary probe in 
1983 became the first man-made object to 
leave the solar system. 

The Voyager 2 probe, launched in 1977 
to study Jupiter and Saturn, Included a re­
cord with· familiar sounds from Earth, in­
cluding a kiss, music and crying. 

"I think we should be very cautious 
about communicating," Goodman said. He 
would prefer that scientists only listen and 
then decide after international consultation 
whether to respond to an incoming signal. 

A response could give away Earth's posi­
tion in "the cosmic jungle" to a dangerous 
predator, he said. 

Goodman also is worried that someone 
who receives an alien communication will 
keep it mum. "I think there are some scien­
tists who would prefer to keep it a secret 
because they believe mankind is not yet 
ready for the knowledge that we aren't 
alone," he said. 

In the 1960s the British kept their discov­
ery of pulsars - pulsing stars - secret for 
nearlv a vear wbile they figured out what 
they had: he said. 

To avoid these problems, Goodman de­
vised a plan for communicating and greet­
ing aliens. He sent it to a dozen scientists 
around the world earlier this summer and 
asked them to comment. He hopes to get 
groups of scientists to approve it, then their 
governments and eventually the United 
Nations. 

Now is the time, he said, "when people 
consider this so unlikely or think of this as a 
potential problem 15, 25 or 50 years from 
now." It will be easier to reach an interna­
tional agreement while there is no pressure. 

His proposal includes these provisions: 
•Any scientist, observatory or government 
that believes it has detected some Indication 
of past or present extraterrestrial life will 
report it publicly as fully as possible with­
out violating national security. 
•Any reponse or investigation would be 
made only after international consultation. 
�!siting extraterrestrials will be given 
diplomatic immunity, along with protec­
tion and aid in the event of an accident, dis­
tress or emergency. 
Ill! aliens appear to pose a threat to human 
safety or peace, no nation will act without 
consulting the U.N. Security Council. 

Goodman admits in his proposal that an 
international agreement is "a long shot" 
but one worth pursuing. He expect. com­
ments on his draft proposal by September 
and from there will begin working for wld· 
er approval. 

Bernard Oliver oversees NASA's Search 
for Extraterrestrial Intelligence program, 
which will use the radio telescope analysis. 
He called Goodman's plan "kind of amu­
sing," and said he Is "not very concerned 
about lt . " 

Oliver. of Ames Research Center In 
Mountain View, Callf., bt:lieves there is  vir­
tually no chance of an alien landing, �nd 
that Earthlings would have plenty of tame 
to decide whether and how to respond if 
any communication is received. 

Others think the timing is good. 
The thought that alien communication 

could be received "is no longer considered 
fanciful," and scientists should start think­
ing about how to d'!al with it, said John Bil­
lingham, chief of the life sciences division 
at Ames. He suggests the issue be discussed 
at international scientific conferences. 

Goodman said his foreign policy research 
entices him to look more often to the stars 
at night and wonder. 

"I think near one of those stars is a plane­
tary system like our own, with an Earth 
similar to ours. And there also is some life 
form looking out into the void and saying, 'I 
wonder H there Is anyone else out there.' " 


